COMMUNITY and BOARD RELATIONS
As stated in the WPRA Mission, a significant part of the responsibility of the organization is:
Through regional committees, to serve as liaison between the licensees and listeners; to sponsor projects that involve public participation throughout Wisconsin Public Radio’s listener area; and through public awareness activities, to promote the service so as to attract additional member support.

To accomplish this goal, contact between listeners and Board members is encouraged.  To be most effective, and to protect both Wisconsin Public Radio and individual Board members, the following policies will guide listener/Board contact:

1. Board members are encouraged to attend regional and statewide events, when appropriate; identifying themselves as Board members and interacting with listeners and members.

2. Regional and statewide staff are encouraged when appropriate to involve Board members as officials in public events.

3. Regional and statewide staff will give out personal e-mail addresses or phone numbers of Board members in the way in which Board members agree to be contacted.  Board members who do not wish to be contacted via personal e-mails or phone can so inform the WPRA Board and appropriate WPR staff of their wishes.

4. Personal e-mail addresses and phone numbers of Board members will not be publicly posted on the WPRA website or elsewhere.  However, a WPR e-mail account will be established in each region for public comments that staff can monitor and forward to Board.

5. Board members are encouraged to interact with listeners and receive feedback.  However, Board members should not provide proprietary information to listeners with regard to information that has not yet been made public by WPR, WPRA or ECB, or issues that are still under consideration by these bodies.
6. When communicating with listeners in official capacity, Board members should not express personal opinions that differ from public positions of WPR or WPRA or from matters that have been voted on in WPRA meetings.

7. Board members should inform listeners whenever possible that WPRA is not the governing board of Wisconsin Public Radio, and that they can pass along feedback regarding programming in an advisory capacity only.
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